9th SA

1B

Conference

Let’s unite towards a
TB-free world!

Conference Programme



Conference

PROF. MOHLOPHENI JACKSON DR.NKATEKO MKHONDO
MARAKALALA
Conference Chair Conference Co-Chair

On behalf of the Scientific Programme Committee, we warmly welcome you to the 9* South African Tuberculosis
Conference. It is a privilege to bring together this vibrant community of researchers, clinicians, policy makers,

advocates, and partners who share a common commitment to ending tuberculosis.

TB remains one of the most formidable public health challenges of our time, with Africa continuing to carry the
greatest burden. Yet, this reality also places our continent at the heart of the solution. Through scientific innovation,
policy reform, community engagement, and unwavering commitment, we have made meaningful progress; but
our work is far from complete. Accelerated prevention, improved case finding, and strengthened diagnostic and

treatment tools remain urgent priorities, alongside addressing the social and structural drivers of the epidemic.

This conference embraces the full complexity of the TB response. The programme has been thoughtfully designed
to foster collaboration and bold thinking across disciplines; with track one focused on Basic, Translational, and
Clinical Sciences; track two on Prevention, Vaccines, and Treatment Strategies; track three on Epidemiology,
Surveillance, and Health Systems; and track four on Human Rights, Policy, and Lived Experience. Together, these
conversations aim to spark innovation, deepen partnerships, and translate knowledge into action.

At a time of global financial constraints affecting public health, we are called not to retreat, but to rise. The theme
of the 2026 SA TB Conference, “Vuka! Let’s unite towards a TB-free world!” is a rallying cry for resilience, leadership,
and collective action. It calls on all of us, government, academia, civil society, funders, and communities to stand
together and lead the charge towards a TB-free future. We invite you to engage fully, share boldly, and collaborate
openly. May this conference energise our efforts, strengthen our resolve, and inspire renewed commitment to
ending TB.

Welcome, and enjoy the conference!
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Conference

8 June 2026

Biographies of Plenary Speakers

Hon. Ald Nkosindiphile Xhakaza
Executive Mayor of the City of
Ekurhuleni

Nkosindiphile Xhakaza is a South African
politician and member of the African

National Congress (ANC). He became the

Executive Mayor of the City of Ekurhuleni in
April 2024 after being elected unopposed.
Xhakaza studied at the Vaal University of Technology, where he
earned a National Diploma in Cost and Management Accounting. He
later completed a postgraduate diploma in Public Management at

Regenesys Business School.

Political Career

He became an African National Congress proportional representation
councillor in Ekurhuleni in 2011, and subsequently served in several
leadership positions, including MMC for Water and Energy, MMC for
Finance and Economic Development, and MMC for Corporate and

Shared Services.

He was elected mayor after former mayor Sivuyile Ngodwana was

removed through a motion of no con-fidence.

Dr. Dennis Falzon

Public Health Specialist and
Epidemiologist, World Health
Organization

Dr Dennis Falzon works at the Department

for HIV, Tuberculosis, Hepatitis and Sexually

Transmitted Infections of the World Health
Organization (WHO) in Geneva, Switzerland. Before joining WHO in
2008 he was a medical epidemiologist at the EuroTB surveillance
project in France and earlier worked in public health in state and non-
governmental sectors. Dr Falzon is involved in the development of
guidance on TB screening and TB prevention; the integration of digital
technologies and innovations in support of the End TB Strategy; country
preparedness for new TB vaccines; and evidence gathering and

dissemination.

vUKA united towards a TB-free world!

Prof. Kogie Naidoo
Deputy Director, CAPRISA

Prof Kogieleum Naidoo, MBChB, PhD
(UKZN), is Deputy Director at CAPRISA and
an Honorary Associate Professor at the
University of KwazZulu-Natal. Her research
on TB-HIV integration has significantly
influenced global policies and treatment
strategies. Supported by leading international funders, she has
authored over 200 peer-reviewed papers and contributed to major
global health books. Her work has been recognized with several honours,
including election to the African Academy of Sciences (2025), the Royal
Society of South Africa (2023), and ASSAf (2022), the EDCTP Outstanding
Female Scientist Award (2023), the SAMRC Silver Medal (2024), and the
Union Scientific Prize (2013).

Prof. Grant Theron
Professor, Stellenbosch University

Grant is based in Cape Town, South Africa,
where he leads a research group (CLIME)
dedicated to pursuing practical and
translatable solutions to end tuberculosis
via Africa-centred excellence in training
and research. CLIME's research uses
diverse clinical and laboratory facilities and spans diagnostics,
transmission, and the microbiome. This work has led to improvements

in the standard-of-care for people affected by tuberculosis.
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8 June 2026

Biographies of Plenary Speakers

Dr. Pakishe Aaron Motsoaledi
Minister of Health

National Department of Health
Republic of South Africa

Dr. Aaron Motsoaledi is a South African

medical doctor, anti-apartheid activist,

el

and senior African National Congress
(ANC) politician. He currently serves as South Africa’s Minister of Health,

a position he resumed in June 2024.

Education & Early Career

Motsoaledi studied medicine at the University of Na-tal, where he
became involved in student politics and anti-apartheid activism.
After qualifying as a doctor, he worked in rural hospitals and clinics in

Limpopo.

Key Contributions

Dr.Motsoalediis especially known for expanding access to antiretroviral
(ARV) treatment, leading major national campaigns against HIV/AIDS
and tuberculosis, driving healthcare reforms in South Africa, and

improving immigration systems during his tenure at Home Affairs.

Prof. Mosa Moshabela
Vice-Chancellor and Principal

University of Cape Town

Professor Mosa Moshabela is a Professor of
Public Health and Deputy Vice-Chancellor
forResearchandInnovationatthe University

of KwaZulu-Natal. He oversees a broad

institutional portfolio including research
management, ethics and integrity, capacity development, innovation,
entrepreneurship, technology transfer, and commercialisation. He is an
esteemed clinician-scientist and a member of the Academy of Science
of South Africa. His contributions have been recognised with the PHILA
Annual Award from PHASA in 2022 for hisimpact on public health, as well
as a Ministerial Special COVID-19 Award for science communication

and public engagement during the pandemic.

vUKA united towards a TB-free world!

He serves as Chairperson of the National Research Foundation
Governing Board and is a Health Commissioner to the Premier of
KwaZulu-Natal. He is a former board member of the SAMRC and
previously chaired ASSAf’s Standing Committee on Health. His research
focuses on implementation science, health systems, HIV, TB, and
improving equitable healthcare in resource-limited settings across
sub-Saharan Africa. He leads the QUEST Centre in collaboration with
Harvard University and contributes to global advisory boards including

The Lancet and NASEM initiatives.

Ms. Ntswaki Mosia-Motaung
TB Ambassador, Person with lived

experience

In 2009, shortly after moving from
the Free State to Pretoria for work, the
narrator began experiencing se-vere TB
symptoms, including persistent coughing,
night sweats, weight loss, chest pains,
fatigue, and loss of appetite. Although initial sputum tests came back
negative, a trusted healthcare professional in Bethlehem suspected
TB and arranged further tests. X-rays later revealed holes in the lungs,
confirming the diagnosis, and treatment with Rifafour was start-ed.
During treatment, the narrator developed severe shingles, which was
managed with medication and traditional remedies, and successfully

completed the full 9-month TB treatment course.

In 2014, after relocating to Johannesburg, TB re-turned. This time the
symptoms included fatigue, coughing, weight loss, and loss of appetite.
The ill-ness became so severe that the narrator could not get out of
bed, prompting a caring landlord to contact their mother, who took
them home for medical care. Sputum tests confirmed TB, and the
narrator again completed a full 9-month course of treatment without
complications. The narrator expresses gratitude for the healthcare
professionals who supported them and hopes their sto-ry encourages
others to screen for TB, start treatment early, complete the treatment
course, and speak open-ly about TB. Their message is clear: TB is
curable and manageable, and everyone has a role to play in help-ing

South Africa achieve a TB-free future by 2030.
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Opening Plenary Session

PRESENTER

8 June 2026

ENTERTAINMENT

Time: 15:30 - 17:30

Venue: OR Tambo

Session Chair: Prof. Jackson
Mohlopheni Marakalala, Dr. Nkateko
Mkhondo

Hon. Ald Nkosindiphile Xhakaza
Executive Mayor, City of Ekurhuleni Municipality

Welcoming delegates to Ekurhuleni

Prof. Mohlopheni Jackson Marakalala

Conference Chair, South African Medical Research Council
&

Dr. Nkateko Mkhondo

Conference Co-Chair, Senior Public Health Specialist

Delivery of the Opening Address.

Prof. Mosa Moshabela
Vice-Chancellor and Principal, University of Cape Town

The role of national health research and academic
leadership in strengthening TB research and health systems.

Prof. Grant Theron
Professor, Stellenbosch University

TB Transmission and emerging diagnostic approaches.

Dr. Dennis Falzon

Public Health Specialist and Epidemiologist, World Health Organization (WHO)

Emerging developments in TB prevention and care
(recorded).

Prof. Kogie Naidoo
Deputy Director CAPRISA

Ms. Ntswaki Mosia-Motaung
TB Ambassador, Person with lived experience

ENTERTAINMENT

Sustaining momentum to end TB.

Reflections on a personal journey through TB.

Dr. Pakishe Aaron Motsoaledi

vUKA united towards a TB-free world!

Minister of Health, National Department of Health, Republic of South Africa

Keynote address.

COCKTAIL FUNCTION
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9 June 2026

Biographies of Plenary Speakers

Prof. Neil Martinson
Executive Director, Perinatal HIV
Research Unit (PHRU)

Prof Neil Martinson heads the Perinatal
HIV Research Unit (PHRU). He graduated

1%
il e
I 'IIII'III" : {ilf 'ﬁ:il
II.'i,J'IJ 0 ;I “lllm as a physician from the University of the

Witwatersrand, Johannesburg. He has over
20 years of managerial, and research experience in HIV and TB. His
research work includes: preventing TB and measuring its interactions
with HIV; viral drug resistance selected by PMTCT programs; case
finding for TB in HIV-infected pregnant women and household contacts
of a TB case. He has undertaken four large studies of household contact
tracing, using index cases of a variety of different types who either had
TB disease or TB infection. He has published several studies assessing
the value of active case finding using different methods of diagnosis. He
has experience in design and implementation of both individually and
cluster randomised trials and while he continues to conduct research
in Soweto, he has also built a large research platform in Matlosana
and Limpopo Province, both areas with and HIV/TB problem in South
Africa. His current research thrust is measuring reductions in mortality,

morbidity and transmission of TB.

Prof. Ali Esmail

Professor, University of Cape Town

Prof Ali Esmail is a specialist physician and
an interventional pulmonologist based at
Groote Schuur Hospital in Cape Town, South

Africa. He serves as the Deputy Head of the

Centre for Lung Infection and Immunity at
the University of Cape Town Lung Institute
and is a Principal Investigator on several clinical trials focused on
tuberculosis (TB) and related conditions across Africa. Prof Esmail has
a PhD in TB diagnostics and is currently involved in several clinical trials
evaluating novel TB vaccines. Prof Esmail is also a founding member
for the charity ‘Free-of-TB" which promotes the health, well-being and

interests of patients with tuberculosis.

vUKA united towards a TB-free world!

Mr. Russell Rensburg
Director, Rural Health Advocacy
Project (RHAP)

Russell Rensburg is a health activist working
towards equitable health access to quality
health care for rural and underserved
communities and currently serves as an
Executive Director for the Rural Health Advocacy Project and the TB
Accountability Consortium. He has over 15 years’ experience working
on strengthening health systems, with 8 of those spent managing

technical assistance in Eastern and Southern Africa.

He has a strong interest in strengthening the responsiveness of
public finances towards equitable health access. He has served as
a commissioner on the South Africa Lancet Commission for Quality
Health Systems and the ministerial task team that developed the
National Human Resources for Health Strategy. He currently serves as
a community representative on the SA Nursing Council, co-chairs the
SANAC CSF TB Technical Task Team and is a member of the ministerial

advisory committee health benefits package.
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9 June 2026

Time: 09:00 - 10:30
Plenary Session 1: From Bench to Community: Diagnostic VENUEOR Tamoo

Session Chair: Dr. Shaheed Vally Omar
Advances to End TB

PRESENTER TOPIC

Diagnostic Innovation in Action.

Prof. Neil Martinson The TUTT story. Pooling and swabbing strategies to improve
Executive Director, Perinatal HIV Research Unit (PHRU) access and reach populations currently missed. Laboratory
advances that scale.

Clinical Imperatives: Why Early Diagnosis Matters.

How diagnostics shape patient management. The cascade
from early detection to limiting transmission, reducing
morbidity, and preventing mortality. Access as a clinical
determinant.

Prof. Ali Esmaiil
Professor, University of Cape Town

Civil Society and the Diagnostic Ecosystem.

Using public data to drive demand in key populations.
Mr. Russell Rensburg Diagnostics as part of the solution, not the solution.
Director, Rural Health Advocacy Project (RHAP) Sustainability in resource-constrained settings. Aligning
health workers, communities, and programmes to
collectively end TB.

MORNING BREAK

VUKA united towards a TB-free world! Page 8



9 June 2026

Biographies of Plenary Speakers

Prof. Jason Farley
Associate Dean, Johns Hopkins
University School

JasonFarleyisaninternationally recognized

o nurse infectious disease

<

scientist,

epidemiologist, and nurse practitioner at

Johns Hopkins University School of Nursing.
He is widely known for his work in HIV/AIDS
care, tuberculosis research, and public health innovation, particularly
in South Africa and the United States.

\.;

the development and delivery of specialist respiratory and critical

Prof. Rubeshan Perumal
Associate Professor of Clinical

Medicine, University of KwazZulu-Natal

Dr. Perumal is a Consultant Physician and
Fellow in the Department of Pulmonology

and Critical Care at the University of

Cape Town, where he is involved in

care services. He also plays an important role in the training of
undergraduate medical students in Internal Medicine, Pulmonology,
and Critical Care, contributing to the development of future clinicians.
In addition, he is part of the leadership team for specialised clinics
and outreach services focused on the management of complex drug-

resistant tuberculosis cases.

He is a Scientific Research Associate at the Centre for the AIDS
Programme of Research in South Africa, where his work focuses
on tuberculosis and HIV research, alongside mentorship of junior
researchers and medical students. Dr. Perumal holds an MBChB from
the University of KwaZulu-Natal, an MPH in Public Health Medicine, and
an MMed in Internal Medicine. He is a Fellow of the College of Physicians
of South Africa and a PhD candidate at UKZN. His research centres on
TB epidemiology and health systems strengthening, with a focus on

integrated TB and HIV service delivery in co-epidemic settings.

vUKA united towards a TB-free world!

Prof. Norbert Ndjeka

Chief Director for TB Control and
Management, National Department
of Health, Republic of South Africa

Prof Norbert Ndjeka is the Chief Director
for TB Control and Management at South
Africa’s National Department of Health. A
specialist family physician with expertise in tuberculosis (TB) and HIV,
he has played a leading role in strengthening South Africa’s response to

drug-resistant TB and improving treatment outcomes nationally.

Prof Ndjeka has contributed extensively to TB policy, research, and
guidelinedevelopmentacross Africa,and has authored numerous peer-
reviewed scientific publications. He currently serves as Chairperson
of the African Green Light Committee (Afro-GLC), which advises the
World Health Organization on the management of drug-resistant TB,
and is President of the End TB SADC Committee. In recognition of his
contribution to global TB control, he received an honorary doctorate
from the University of Cape Town and was appointed Honorary

Associate Professor of Medicine at the University of Cape Town.

Dr. Anushka Naidoo
Senior Researcher, CAPRISA

Anushka Naidoo is a South African
researcher and scientist known for her work
in tuberculosis (TB), HIV, implementation

science, and public health research.

Dr Naidoo has worked with several
major public health and research institutions in South Africa and
internationally. Her work focuses on improving healthcare delivery

systems and patient outcomes in infectious diseases.

She has been involved in TB and HIV programme implementation,
clinical and operational research, health systems strengthening, and

epidemiology and public health policy research.
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9 June 2026

Time: 11:00 - 12:30

Plenary Session 2: Therapeutic Advances - Implications for TB | Vente:or Tembo

programme Implementation

PRESENTER

Session Chaiir: Prof. Kogie Naidoo,
Dr. Marian Loveday

Prof. Jason Farley
Associate Dean, Johns Hopkins University School of Nursing

Results from the BPAL2Me study.

Prof. Rubeshan Perumal
Associate Professor of Clinical Medicine, University of KwazZulu-Natal

Are we ready for a PAN TB regimen? Novel DR-TB drugs and
regimens.

Prof. Max O Donnell
Assistant Professor, Columbia University

Key populations and latent class analysis in DR-TB and HIV.

Prof. Norbert Ndjeka
Chief Director, National Department of Health, Republic of South Africa

Analysis of Determinants of Rifampicin-Resistant Tuberculo-
sis Treatments Outcomes in South Africa.

Dr. Anushka Naidoo
Senior Researcher, CAPRISA

The implications of the Lenacapavir roll-out in the context of
TB treatment and prevention in South Africa.

Satellite Session

Minerals Council South Africa: Occupational Lung Diseases in Mining: Partnerships,

Prevention, and Diagnostic Advances

vUKA united towards a TB-free world!

Time: 11:00 - 12:30
Venue: King Shaka
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Conference

Track 1, Session 1: Clinical & Programmatic DR-TB

9 June 2026

Time: 14:00 - 15:30

Venue: OR Tambo

Session Chair: Prof. Ebrahim Variava
Co-Chair: Ms. Jacqueline Ngozo

OPIC

Ms. Lavania Joseph
NICD/NHLS

Genetic basis of resistance to BPaL regimen drugs in mycobacterium tuberculosis: continued
genotypic—phenotypic characterisation in South Africa.

Dr. Nothile Hlongwane
National Department of Health, South Africa

Clinical audit of patients with MDR TB in tertiary hospital.

Dr. Juli Switala
The Aurum Institute

Impact of stool-based TB testing on TPT initiation among child contacts of TB patients: a nested
cross-sectional study in Ekhuruleni, South Africa.

Dr. Shaheed Omar
NICD/NHLS

Bedaquiline, pretomanid, and linezolid resistance among rifampicin-resistant M. tuberculosis strains in
South Africa.

Dr. Yonas Ghebrekristos
Green Point TB Laboratory

Bedaquiline and linezolid resistance in people with rifampicin-resistant tuberculosis in the Western Cape
Province of South Africa.

Ms. Sinothando Dlamini
University of the Witwatersrand

Effects of pyrazinamide and/or ethambutol resistance detected by whole genome sequencing on
tuberculosis treatment outcomes, south africa 2020 — 2022.

Track 3, Session 1: Harnessing Al Across the Cascade

Ms. Tanyaradzwa Dube
The Aurum Institute

Time: 14:00 - 15:30
Venue: Auditorium

Session Chair: Dr Elias Ramarumo
Co-Chair: Dr Lynette Duckworth

SPEAKER TOPIC

Implementing an Al-powered digital treatment supporter for TB care in South Africa: early experience from
Ekurhuleni and Bojanala districts.

Dr. Tebogo Sole-Moloto
Human Sciences Research Council (HSRC)

Trend analysis in medication adherence among persons with tuberculosis using health tool in Gauteng,
South Africa.

Ms. Farzana Sathar
TB Think Tank

Optimising digital chest x-ray for tb screening: evidence to inform a practical implementation toolkit.

Dr. Edwin Klinkenberg
Delft Imaging B.V.

Performance of a paediatric computer-aided detection system for chest x-ray interpretation in
tuberculosis screening.

Dr. Batanayi Muzah
Private

Beyond triage: the evolving role of artificial intelligence in tuberculosis diagnostics and treatment
optimization: a 2024-2026 synthesis.

Prof. Brittney van de Water
Connell School of Nursing

Heterogeneity across 16 facilities: TB cascade performance prior to the systems analysis and improvement
approach for tb (saia-tb) implementation in Eastern Cape, South Africa.

vUKA united towards a TB-free world! —

Page1l



Conference

Track 4, Session 1: 1B Policies and guidelines

SPEAKER

Mr. Christofer van Rooyen
Social Development

9 June 2026

Time: 14:00 - 15:30

Venue: Marco Polo

Session Chair: Dr. Thato Chidarikire
Co-Chair: Mr. Russell Rensburg

TOPIC

End TB plan department of social development 2025-2028.

Ms. Ingrid Schoeman
TB Proof

Improving access to TB care for contacts of people with TB: piloting TB contact cards in Khayelitsha health
facilities.

Mr. Dumisani Madhlophe
Sungulo Community Organisation

"Harnessing eco therapy to mitigate burnout amongst community care workers and nurses in
resource-limited settings”

Ms. Aline Mukeshimana
St Josephs Children Hospital

Role of intermediate paediatric care in the effort to combat tuberculosis.

Mr. Siyabonga Kave
University of KwaZulu-Natal

Trends in Tuberculosis Incidence and Mortality in South Africa and Bulgaria (2000-2023): The impact of

income, poverty, unemployment, and universal health coverage.

Satellite Session

Time: 14:00 - 15:30
Venue: Heathrow

RHAP: Making every rand count: Strengthening district-level
TB services through smarter grant use.

Track 2, Session 1: Clinical Trials of novel TB drugs and regimens

Dr. Morounfolu Olugbosi
TB Alliance, South Africa

(including PK abstracts)

SPEAKER

Time: 14:00 - 15:30

Venue: Barcelona

Session Chair: Dr. Lindiwe Mvusi
Co-Chair: Dr. Boitumelo Fanampe

TOPIC

Week 8 interim analysis of NC-009 trial: safety and efficacy of sorfequiline combined with pretomanid and
linezolid.

Ms. Judicious Nethavhani

Sefako Makgatho Health Sciences University

Antimycobacterial effect of a new antitubercular drug candidate SQ109 against clinically relevant
non-tuberculous mycobacteria.

Mr. Geina Sawuka
Treatment Optimization Campaign

PRISM-TB trial aims to optimize treatment for drug-resistant TB with personalized approach.

Dr. Elri Nortier
Desmond Tutu TB Centre

Pharmacokinetics and safety of a novel clofazimine formulation and dosing strategy in children with
rifampicin-resistant tuberculosis.

Dr. Pauline Howell
Clinical Health Research Unit

IMPAACT 2034: phase 1 study of the pharmacokinetics (PK), safety/tolerability and acceptability of a single
dose of pretomanid in female children with rifampicin resistant TB (RR-TB).

Satellite Session
ABBOTT

Time: 14:00 - 15:30
Venue: Cape Town
International

VUKA united towards a TB-free world! Page 12



Conference

9 June 2026

AFTERNOON BREAK - EXHIBITION + POSTERS (15:30

Time: 16:00 - 17:30

Track 1, Session 2 : Diagnostics & Implementation VERUES CRETDY
Session Chair: Dr. Shaheed Vally Omar

Co-Chair: Prof. Nazir Ismail

Dr. Boitumelo Fanampe DNA from used Xpert MTB/RIF ultra cartridges obtained using the credo extraction device reduces
Department of Health, Free State drug-resistant tuberculosis care cascade gaps in a routine laboratory.

Ms. Fredricka Mkwanazi Integrated pairing of NHLS genexpert mobile services and mobile digital chest x-ray within the
Isibani Development Partners communities for accelerated tuberculosis detection and linkage to care.

Comparison of BD MAX MDR-TB assay with genexpert mtb/rif ultra-assays and target sequencing for the
detection of mycobacterium tuberculosis complex and rifampicin drug resistance in clinical specimens
sent to a tertiary laboratory in Pretoria.

Ms. Orah Rikhotso
Sefako Makgatho Health Sciences University

Dr. Nina von Knorring

National Health Laboratory Service Validating the Roche cobas 6800 MTB and MTB-RIF/INH assays for mycobacterial cultured isolates.

Ms. Mmule Kim Mathebe Comparative evaluation of the Xpert MTB/XDR and fluorotype XDR assays for detecting fluoroquinolone
University of the Witwatersrand resistance in clinical multidrug-resistant tuberculosis isolates.

Ms. Rirhandzu P Mkhari Tongue swab and oral rinse for the diagnosis of symptomatic and asymptomatic pulmonary TB using
University of Cape Town Xpert MTB/RIF ultra.

Time: 16:00 - 17:30

Venue: King Shaka

Session Chair: Dr. Josephine Otchere-Darko
Co-Chair: Dr. Thando Maseko

SPEAKER TOPIC

Ms. Keneilwe Nkoana
Free State Department of Health

Track 2, Session 2: optimising TB outcomes in children and adults

Old disease vs. younger generation: The new truths of the DR-TB status in Free State Province, South Africa.

Ms. Thuso Mafhungo Factors associated with unsuccessful tuberculosis treatment outcomes among patients in Msukaligwa
Mpumalanga Department of Health Sub-District, Mpumalanga Province: 2019-2023.

Mr. Davie Zenengeya

paradiso TB Patients Trust Integrating Pulmonary rehabilitation into routine TB care to improve Post-TB recovery in Malawi.

Dr. Anushka Naidoo

CAPRISA Bictegravir for the treatment of HIV-Associated TB- Findings from the INSIGHT Trial.

Prof. Mo Archary

University of kwazulu Natal Simplifying TB-HIV Co-infection treatment in children with HIV: Orchid study.

vUKA united towards a TB-free world! — — Page 13
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9 June 2026

Time: 16:00 - 17:30
Venue: Auditorium
Session Chair: Mrs. Leisha Genade

Track 3, Session 2: New Tools, New Models, New Hope

SPEAKER TOPIC

Co Chair: Ms. Jacqueline Ngozo

Mr. Kenny Sithole From COVID-19 Ag-RDTs to pluslife minidock: leveraging rapid test introduction experience for near
Clinton Health Access Initiative point-of-care TB diagnosis in Zimbabwe.

Ms. Nompumelelo Ngobese Evaluation of the role of tongue swabs to optimize Tutt implementation - an observational study
Africa Health Research Institute (TUTT PIUS).

Mrs. Mohlamonyane Mbali

perinatal Hiv Research Unit Beyond Sputum: Perceptions of Emerging TB diagnostics in South Africa through the TUTTPIus studly.

Dr. Ashleigh Dwarika Breaking down barriers to tb diagnosis in the private healthcare sector: a public—private partnership
Isibani Development Partners model from Ekurhuleni Health District, South Africa.

Dr. Logandran Naidoo Automated medication dispensing through prescription collection units: client perspectives from a
AIDS Healthcare Foundation primary health care clinic in Umlazi, Kwazulu-Natal.

Time: 16:00 - 17:30
Venue: Charles De Gaulle

Satellite Session

SAHTAC: Investment for TB Innovation: Aligning Sustainable Financing with High-Impact
TB Programme Strategies in South Africa

DINNER BREAK (17:30 - 18:00)

Time: 18:00 - 19:30

Satellite Session Venue: King Shaka

RHAP: Evening Function

vUKA united towards a TB- free world! Page 14



10 June 2026

Biographies of Plenary Speakers

Prof. Violet Chihota
Group Chief Scientific Officer
The Aurum Institute

Shehas previously worked as aSenior Scien-
tific Officer at Foundation for Innovative

New Diagnostics (FIND), Switzerland. She is

also an Adjunct Associate Professor at the
Department of Medicine in the Vanderbilt
University School of Medicine and a Senior Researcher at University of

Witwatersrand, School of Public Health.

Prof Chihota holds a BSc Honours Biological Sciences from the University
of Zimbabwe, an MSc Medical Microbiology from London School of
Hygiene and Tropical Medicine, a PhD in Medical Biochemistry from
Stellenbosch Univer-sity and has training in Epidemiology and Statis-
tics from the Johns Hopkins University. She has straddled both the basic

science, epidemiology and implementation research fields.

Her work has focused on epidemiology of tu-berculosis, evaluating
tuberculosis diagnostic tools and strategies for improving health out-
comes in people with TB in Southern Africa re-gion. Her current interests
include diagnosis and treatment of latent tuberculosis infection (LTBI)
and resistance to TB infection. She is also a skilled manager of complex
interventional im-plementation research projects having managed
and worked with diverse teams at both Aurum Institute and FIND. Prof
Chihota has published widely on HIV/TB coinfection particularly focus-
ing molecular epidemiology of drug sensitive- and resistant- TB,

diagnosis, case finding and linkage to care.

Mr. Braden van Breda
CEOQ, Al Diagnostics

After developing cardiac implants and
equipment for specialist interventions,
Braden co-founded Al Diagnostics to

develop diagnostic solutions for the other

end of the healthcare funnel, primary
healthcare workers. Al Diagnostics’ flagship
product accurately detects tuberculosis by analyzing patients’ lung

sounds captured on their easy to use Al enabled stethoscope.

vUKA united towards a TB-free world!

Dr. Boitumelo Seepamore
Lecture, University of KwaZulu-Natal

Boitumelo Seepamore is a lecturer at the
University of KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa.
She is an experienced public health social
worker and qualitative researcher working

in the field of Drug-resistant TB and HIV.

Herworkin South Africa examines public health socialworkinterventions,
palliative care, psychosocial support, caregiving practices and
adherence in vulnerable and stigmatised populations particularly
in TB care. Boitumelo currently participates in a randomized control
adherence intervention trial for people with DR-TB HIV in KwaZulu-Natal,

and works closely with other organisations and groups in public health.

Dr. Elias Ramarumo
Director, National Department of
Health, Republic of South Africa

Dr. Ndavheleseni Elias Ramarumo is
the Director for Monitoring, Evaluation,
~ Reporting and Learning (MERL) in the Global
: Fund Cluster at the National Department
of Health, South Africa. With over 20 years
of experience in public health and development, | lead national
MERL systems for HIV/TB programmes funded by the Global Fund.
Driven by a strong commitment to global sustainable development,
I thrive in collaborative, multidisciplinary environments and actively
seeks partnerships that foster learning, innovation, and impact. My
professional philosophy is captured in a guiding belief: “When others

say it cannot be done, | ask—when can | start?”
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Conference

10 June 2026

Time: 09:00 - 10:30
Plenary Session 3: Implement Intelligently: Evidence-Based Venue: OR Tambo
Intearation for Imoact Session Chair: Prof. Limakatso Lebing,
g p Dr. Mamothe Makgabo

ENTERTAINMENT

PRESENTER TOPIC

Prof. Violet Chihota
Group Chief Scientific Officer, The Aurum Institute

Overview use of in TB care cascade.

Mr. Braden van Breda

CEO, Al Diagnostics Digital Stethoscope.

Dr. Boitumelo Seepamore

o Integrated Service Delivery Model.
Lecturer, University of KwaZulu-Natal 9 Y

Dr. Elias Ramarumo Closing the TB Detection Gap: Leveraging Digital Chest
Director, National Department of Health Republic of South Africa, Global Fund Cluster X-Ray and Al for Enhanced TB Screening in South Africa.

MORNING BREAK (10:30 - 11:00)

Time: 11:00 - 12:30

o O =q - > V :ORT b
Track 1, Session 3: Diagnostics / Innovation Focus enue:- DR Tambo . ,
Session Chair: Dr. Sipho Nyathi

Co-Chair: Prof. Jeremy Nel

SPEAKER TOPIC

Dr. Christopher Ealand - - - .

University of the Witwatersrand Performance of tongue swabs for tuberculosis diagnosis in hospitalized children under 5 years of age.
Ms. Alaina Olson Comparison of pluslife minidock MTB, a commercial, automated tuberculosis testing platform, to a
University of Washington manual, high-sensitivity, laboratory ideal for use with tongue swabs.

Ms. Thabiso Seiphetlo Rethinking sputum quality: diagnostic yield of “salivary” specimens collected after forced cough effort for
Perinatal HIV Research Unit TB nucleic acid amplification testing.

Dr. Atang Bulane Pooling sputum specimens of people at high-risk of TB reduces testing burden without compromising
Centre for Tuberculosis diagnostic concordance. The TUTTPIus Study.

Mr. Mathee Ramushu Pooling sputum specimens of people at high risk of TB reduces costs of xpert ultra TB testing: results from
Health Economics & Epi-Wits the TUTTPIus study in South Africa.

Time: 11:00 - 12:30

Track 2, Session 3: Preventing TB in close contacts venue: King Shaka '
Session Chaiir: Prof. Violet Chihota

Co-Chair: Prof. Desh Archary

SPEAKER TOPIC

Ms. Lauren Brown Tuberculosis incidence among household contacts of individuals with symptomatic and asymptomatic
Sacema tuberculosis: a retrospective cohort study in the Western Cape province of South Africa.

Ms. Jeniffer Nagudi Determinants of tuberculosis preventive therapy uptake and completion amongst caregivers of child
The Aurum Institute contacts across three high TB burden countries.

Ms. Sonnet Modisane Barriers to TB preventive therapy uptake among contacts in a high-burden district: evidence from West
NIFDAR PBO Rand, South Africa.

Mr. Freck Dikgale Performance of digital chest X-Ray (DCXR) for tuberculosis (TB) case finding in Tonga Hospital, Nkomazi
Aquity Innovations sub-district in Ehlanzeni.

vUKA united towards a TB- free world! — Page 16



Track 3, Session 3: person-Centred TB Care for Vulnerable Populations

10 June 2026

Time: 11:00 - 12:30

Venue: Auditorium

Session Chair: Dr. Matsie Mphahlele
Co-Chair: Dr. Louisa Dunn

TOPIC

SPEAKER

Prof. Karen du Preez
Stellenbosch University

Modelling the COVID-19 pandemic impact on the diagnosis of child and adolescent tuberculosis in South
Africa.

Dr. Mohlala Kwalabotseng
Health

Targeted universal tuberculosis testing (TUTT) at first antenatal visit: implementation outcomes from
Boikhutsong primary health care clinic, Tshwane district health region 1.

Mrs. Genade Leisha
Perinatal HIV Research Unit

Laborotory-confirmed TB in outpatients at high risk for TB: with and without diabetes mellitus in the
TUTTPlus Study.

Mr. Musa Ntuli
Department of Health & Wellness, Western
Cape

Rising economic burden of tuberculosis-diabetes comorbidity in South Africa: insights from secondary

data and opportunities for integrated care.

Mrs. Thoko Tsela
Dept of Health, Mpumalanga

Health-seeking behaviour among patients attending tuberculosis care at health facilities in a rural
sub-district of Mpumalanga province, South Africa.

Track 4, Session 2: TB responses and sustainability

Time: 11:00 - 12:30
Venue: Marco Polo

Session Chair: Dr. Regerio Phili
Co-Chair: Dr. James Ndirangu

SPEAKER TOPIC

Prof. Fareed Abdullah
South African Medical Research Council

Building an ecosystem for innovative financing for sustainability in TB financing.

Ms. Nelisiwe Mhlabane
NIFDAR PBO

Sustaining TB Programme Performance in a resource-constrained setting: using routine data to identify
efficiency gaps in West Rand District, South Africa.

Dr. Avashri Harrichandparsad
University of KwaZulu-Natal

The cost of primary healthcare services for drug-susceptible tuberculosis in adults in Kwazulu-Natal in
2025 using time-driven activity-based costing.

Dr. Lee-Ann Davids
South African Medical Research Council

A scoping review of non-pharmacological interventions to improve rifampicin-resistant TB outcomes in
high burden MDR/RR-TB countries.

Ms. Boitumelo Moloisane
Reach What You Preach Foundation

The role of Faith Based Organisations in HIV &TB response: a theological and public health response to
tuberculosis and HIV co-infection in South Africa.

Ms. Hlengiwe Pretty Nyilana
CAPRISA SCRC

Strengthening Tuberculosis Treatment Outcomes Through Social Work Interventions: Insights from the
ADAPTIV Study in South Africa.

Satellite Session

Time: 11:00 - 12:30
Venue: Cape Town International

Ingaba Biotec: Beyond TB:Integrating Molecular Diagnostics and NTM Intelligence for

Smarter Disease Control.

Satellite Session

Time: 11:00 - 11:30
Venue: Charles De Gaulle

Molbio Diagnostics: Harnessing experiences from the introduction of Truenat to
transform the quality of TB/DRTB management in the Africa Region.

LUNCH BREAK - EXHIBITION + POSTERS (12:30 - 14:00)

vUKA united towards a TB-free world!
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Conference

Track 1, Session 4: Biology / Mechanisms Focus

10 June 2026

Time: 14:00 - 15:30

Venue: OR Tambo

Session Chair: Dr. Elias Ramarumo
Co-Chair: Dr. Lindiwe Mvusi

OPIC

Mrs. Tejashree Jivan
WITS University/NICD

Minimum inhibitory concentration of mycobacterium tuberculosis isolates with mutations associated with
who interim resistance to rifampicin, isoniazid and fluorogquinolones.

Dr. Brandon Reyneke
Stellenbosch University

Mycobacterium tuberculosis genetic diversity at single organism level — how much are we missing with
current diagnostics?

Ms. Nonhlanhla Mabuza
University Of Cape Town

Peripheral whole-blood gene expression biomarkers for distinguishing tuberculous lymphadenitis from
B-cell lymphoma.

Mr. Pleasure Malope
National Institute For Communicable
Diseases

Bedaquiline resistance associated genetic mutations and minimum Inhibitory concentrations in
drug-resistant tuberculosis clinical isolates in Limpopo province, South Africa.

Ms. Astika Sewcharran
University Of The Witwatersrand

Differentially culturable mycobacterium tuberculosis reveals hidden transmission dynamics in South
African households.

Dr. Halima Said
National Institute for Communicable
Diseases (NICD)

Evaluation of Deeplex Myc-TB assay against Whole genome sequencing for MTBC lineage determination.

Track 4, Session 3: Elimination of social, structural and service delivery

enablers

Time: 1400 -15:30
Venue: King Shaka

Session Chair: Mr. Pholokgolo Ramothwala
Co-Chair: Mr. David Macana

SPEAKER TOPIC

Mr. Karabo Sekgale
North West Provincial Council On Aids

Implementation performance of the multi-sectoral collaboration in combating the public health threat of
infectious diseases in North West Province, South Africa.

Mr. Makanda Goodman
TB Proof

A Whole-of-society approach to tuberculosis care: community-led monitoring in Khayelitsha.

Mr. Sizwe Mthabela
The Aurum Institute

Mapping evidence on the association between nutritional status and nutrition-related knowledge,
attitudes, and practices among people receiving TB treatment in Sub-Saharan Africa.

Mr. Ludick Mabyane
Civil Society Forum

Ensuring sustainable TB services for key populations amid funding constraints: Lessons from
community-led engagement in North West Province, South Africa.

Dr. Edwin Moalosi
Institute of Health Programs and Systems

The Impact of Decentralising DR-TB Services on second-line treatment coverage and treatment outcomes
in the Dr Kenneth Kaunda Health District, South Africa.

Track 3, Session 4:From Survival to Quality of Life: Post-TB Care Matters

Dr. James van Duuren
Africa Health Research Institute

Time: 14:00 - 15:00
Venue: Auditorium

Session Chair: Dr . Katlego Motlhaoleng
Co-Chair: Dr. Farzana Ismail

SPEAKER OPIC

Tuberculosis related health impairment at end of treatment assessed using the st. George's respiratory
questionnaire: uMkhanyakude District, South Africa.

Ms. Mabusi Kgwete
Rural Health Advocacy Project (RHAP)

Extrapulmonary tuberculosis treatment literacy and health system readiness: a survivor-led assessment of
primary health care gaps and community misconceptions in South Africa.

vUKA united towards a TB-free world!
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Ms. Motsei Sebole
Aquity Innovations

Post-Tuberculosis lung disease in a South African mining community: prevalence, clinical characteristics,
and implications for integrated lung health screening.

Ms. Letitia Rambally Greener
Population Services International

Beyond the Clinic: leveraging ai to bridge psychosocial gaps in the South African TB care cascade.

Dr. Matthys Potgieter
EPCON SA (Pty) Ltd

Testing-adjusted, nationally calibrated TB hotspot ranking for health sub-districts with EA-level
vulnerability targeting in South Africa based on TB Naat testing.

SA Provincial Showcase Session

Satellite Session

Time: 14:00 - 15:30
Venue: Marco Polo

Time: 14:00 - 15:30
Venue: Heathrow

RHAP: From the ground up: Embedding South Africa’s TB champions in the national

response

Satellite Session

Time: 14:00 - 15:30
Venue: Barcelona

SAMRC: South Africa’s evolving innovative financing landscape to fund TB

Satellite Session

Time: 14:00 - 15:30
Venue: Cape Town International

Department of Social Development: DSD’s National TB Response: Integrating Prevention,
Social Protection, and Psychosocial Support Services

FTERNOON BREAK - EXHIBITION + POSTERS (15:00

Track 1, Session 5: Host Response & Treatment Biology

Ms. Motunrayo Badejo
Stellenbosch University

00)

Time: 16:00 - 17:30

Venue: OR Tambo

Session Chair: Dr. Chris Ealand
Co-Chair: Mr. Mncedisi Madlavu

OPIC

Metal-induced stress disrupts translational and survival pathways in mycobacterium tuberculosis.

Dr. Junaid Shaik
Durban University of Technology

Biomarker signatures for the diagnosis and monitoring responses to anti-tuberculosis treatment among
children with genexpert positive tuberculosis.

Mr. Gogela Ndiitwani Noel
Sefako Makgatho Health Sciences University

Henotypic and genotypic characterization of bedaquiline and clofazimine resistance in drug-resistant
mycobacterium tuberculosis isolates at a tertiary laboratory in Pretoria, South Africa.

Dr. Pholo Maenetje
The Aurum Institute

Longitudinal inflammation cytokine trajectories during tuberculosis and their association with lung
outcomes.

Dr. Welcome Maepa
South African Medical Research Council

Understanding mediators of TB associated lung pathological damage to aid designing of host-directed
therapies.

Dr. Kudakwashe Nyambo
Stellenbosch University

Leveraging machine learning for drug repurposing and synthesizing rhodium-based therapeutics.

vUKA united towards a TB-free world!
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Track 1, Session 6:

Short Oral Communication Translational and
Diagnostic Advances in TB

10 June 2026

Time: 16:00 - 17:30
Venue: Barcelona
Session Chair: Dr. Shaheed Vally Omar

OPIC

Ms. Ontefetse Plaatjie
North West Univeristy, Potchefstroom
Campus

LC-MS metabolomics of cerebrospinal fluid in paediatric tuberculous meningitis.

Mr. Kelvin Bepete
Dept. of Oncology, Med Phys and Imaging
Sci, Uz

The association between HIV related factors and the ultrasound appearance of the spleen in young adults
living with HIV.

Dr. Robinah Nakawunde
Stellenbosch University

Hidden lung impairment at tuberculosis diagnosis: a comprehensive physiological and imaging
assessment.

Dr. Sarishna Singh
National Health Laboratory Service

Now you see it isoniazid resistant tuberculosis emerging from diagnostic oversight.

Mrs. Tshepang Motlhoki
South African Medical Research Council

Antimycobacterial activity and transcriptomic responses of mycobacterium tuberculosis H37RV exposed
to piper betel-derived phytochemicals.

Discussion

Ms. Eisha Abbasi
National Institute for Communicable
Diseases, National Health Laboratory Service

Developing a real-time PCR using high resolution melt analysis for detection of bedaquiline resistance.

Mrs. Chandni Madhav
Wits Health Consortium

Host determinants of mycobacteriophage infection: implications for phage-based therapy in
drug-resistant tuberculosis.

A/Prof. Bhavna Gordhan
National Health Laboratory Service/
University of the Witwatersrand

Clinical strains of mycobacterium tuberculosis exhibit distinct propensities to adopt the differentially
culturable state.

Ms. Yasmin Gardee
CTB, NICD/NHLS

New and repurposed TB drugs — keeping up with changes, a quality assurance perspective.

Ms. Loren Rockman
Stellenbosch University

Diagnostic accuracy of pluslife minidock MTB on tongue swalbs and sputum swabs in sputum scarce
people with presumptive TB: a retrospective analysis.

Track 2. Session 4: Piagnostic and Clinical Phenotypes of DR-TB
5 .

Outcomes

Time: 16:00 - 17:30

Venue: King Shaka

Session Chair: Dr. Jacob Attie Stadler
Co-Chair. Prof.Rubeshan Perumal

SPEAKER OPIC

Ms. Lebogang Ndlovu
Sefako Makgatho Health Sciences University

Phenotypic and molecular investigation of MTB isolates with drug resistance in bedaquiline and
clofazimine naive patients.

Mr. Vincent Blaar
Department of Health, Northen Cape

Use of carbapenems in XDR TB with limited options to improve outcomes.

Ms. Kynesha Moopanar
Research Assistant

Longitudinal analysis of prevalence and risk factors of cavitary lung disease in people with
drug-resistant TB.

Dr. Suzette Oelofse
UCT Lung Institute

Linezolid interruption and rechallenge in RR-TB in South Africa.

Mr. Murungi Baguma
Nelson Mandela University

Development of Multifunctional Nanomedicines for the Targeted Treatment of Drug-Resistant Pulmonary
Tuberculosis.

vUKA united towards a TB-free world! —
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Conference

10 June 2026

Time: 16:00 - 17:30

: - From Paper to Practice: Delivering TB Impact at Venue: Auditorium
TI‘CICk 3: Sessmn 5- Scale - F%cility and Community 9 P Session Chaiir: Dr. Pria Subrayen

SPEAKER TOPIC

Ms. Bulele Mokgatihe High TB treatment initiation but sub-optimal treatment success: lessons from routine programme data in
West Rand District. Health Services West Rand District, South Africa.

Co~Chair: Dr .Thandi Diamini Miti

Ms. Monica Longwe
National Department of Health/ Co-Creating the end TB Campaign to Build a People-centred SBCC ecosystem in South Africa.
Genesis Analytics

Mrs. Yulene Kock

National Department of Health Multidisciplinary data quality workshops drive improved DR-TB treatment success in South Africa.

Mrs. Nombuyiselo Mofokeng Missed opportunities: high yield of universal TB testing in emergency department patients and
Perinatal HIV Research Unit companions in Botshabelo Hospital in the Free State.

Mrs. Van Niekerk Margaret-Antoinette | | ongjtudinal food insecurity and nutritional status among children with respiratory illness and
Stellenbosch University, Desmond Tutu TB

Centre tuberculosis in Cape Town, South Africa.
Discussion
Ms. Rita Gachiri Engaging traditional healers to improve tuberculosis case notification in Kenya: evidence from a
Kenya Aids Ngos Consortium community-based referral model.
Ms. Shariefa Patel-Abrahams Increasing tuberculosis testing in the Cape Town (CT) metro: community health workers are key partners
Western Cape Government Health and L. . . .
Wellness in implementing targeted universal TB testing (TUTT).
Mr. Ndumiso Tshuma The mediating role of civil society sustainability in linking operational capacity to community systems
Best Health Solutions strengthening in South Africa: a structural equation modelling analysis.
Mr. Madalitso Mmanga To Integrate or not to integrate: effects of service integration on uptake and sustainability of community TB

National TB and Leprosy Elimination Program screening programs, in Malawi.

Ms. Natasha Singh The detection and quantification of Mycobacterium tuberculosis in wastewater samples.

NICD
Dr. Tshibwabwa Junior Strengthened contact management and school-based TB case finding in the 4 schools, in Ugu District,
Isibani Development Partners KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa.

Time: 16:00 - 17:30

Venue: Marco Polo

Session Chair: Dr. Karen du Preez
Co-Chair: Dr. Julie Switala

EAKER OPIC

Dr. Susan Purchase Impact of levofloxacin on non-tuberculosis clinical outcomes in young children receiving preventive
Desmond Tutu TB Centre

Track 2, Session 5: preventing and Treating Paediatric Tuberculosis

treatment for multidrug-resistant tuberculosis.

Ms. Paulin Kayembe Paediatric TB care in West Rand District.: high treatment initiation with persistent gaps in TB preventive
NIFDAR PBO therapy uptake.

Ms. Delly Mashele Improving TB preventive therapy (TPT) initiation among children under five through facility - and
Institute of Health Programs and Systems community-based social auxiliary worker (SAW) counselling.

Dr. Karen du Preez

L From Symptoms to Survival: Strenthening the TB care cascade for children and adolescents.
Stellenbosch University

VUKA united towards a TB-free world! Page 21



Conference

10 June 2026

Time: 16:00 - 17:30

: . People-Centred TB Care: From guideline Venue: Heathrow
Track 4, Session 4: implementation to improved outcomes Session Chair: Dr. Regerio Phil

SPEAKER TOPIC

Mr. Tseko Manzini
Imbali YaManzi Foundation

The impact of tuberculosis on people with disabilities, in the West Rand District.

Mr. Zamani Dlamini The practices of health care workers regarding the implementation of tb guidelines in king Cetshwayo
Durban University of Technology district.

Mr. Goodman Makanda Feasibility and acceptability of a TB survivor-led peer support intervention using motivational interviewing
TB Proof to address TB/HIV intersectional stigma in South Africa.

Mr. Zamani Dlamini

Durban University of Technology Factors that influence the implementation of TB guidelines at King Cetshwayo district.

Dr. Lehlogonolo Makola Intersections of TB- and HIV-related stigma among people living with HIV in South Africa: Insights from the
Human Sciences Research Council 2024 Stigma Index 2.0.

DINNER BREAK (17:30 - 18:00)

vUKA united towards a TB-free world! — — Page 22
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11 June 2026

Biographies of Plenary Speakers

His Excellency Paul Mashatile
Deputy President
Republic of South Africa

Mr Paul Mashatile is the Deputy President of
the Republic of South Africa serving since

March 2023 and is a senior leader of the

African National Congress ANC. He has
held a wide range of political and executive
roles across provincial and national government reflecting a long

career in public service.

His previous positions include Gauteng MEC for Safety and Security MEC
for Transport and Public Works and Premier of Gauteng from 2008 to
2009. At national level he has served as Minister of Arts and Culture and
Minister of Human Settlements contributing to governance in cultural
development and housing policy. Within the ANC he has also served
as Treasurer-General playing a key role in party administration and

financial oversight.

His current role as Deputy President involves supporting the President
in coordinating government priorities driving service delivery and
strengthening policy implementation across sectors across all levels of

government today effectively.

Dr. Gloria Maimela

Chief Executive Officer
Foundation for Professional
Development

Dr Gloria Maimela is a Medical Doctor

with vast experience in HIV treatment and

prevention programming and recently
climate change and health. She holds
a Bachelor of Nursing degree, a Bachelor of Medicine and Surgery, a

Diploma in HIV Management and a master’s in business administration

vUKA united towards a TB-free world! —

(MBA). Dr Maimela is currently a member of the Dira Sengwe Board. She
hosted the 10" SAAIDS virtual conference in 2020 and was nominated to
chair the 1ith SAAIDS conference in 2023. Dr Maimela is also a member
of the Africa Telehealth Collaboration steering committee that seeks to
address barriers to the expansion of telehealth in South Africa and the

rest of the African region.

Mr. Solly Nduku
Deputy Chairperson
South African National AIDS Council

Mr Solly Nduku is a South African public
health
experi-ence in tuberculosis (TB), HIV

professional  with  extensive
pro-grammes, and community health
systems strengthening. His work has
primarily focused on the practical implementation of public health
interventions aimed at improving access to care and strengthen-ing
disease prevention services at com-munity level. He has contributed
to TB programme implementation initiatives across South Africa, with
particular em-phasis on community TB screening and early case

detection.

Mr Nduku has also been involved in HIV/TB integration programmes,
support-ing efforts to improve coordinated care for co-infected
patients and enhance service delivery efficiency. His experience
in-cludes health systems strengthening, public health operations,
programme co-ordination, and capacity building to sup-port frontline
health services. He has worked with both governmental and non-
governmental organisations to improve the reach and effectiveness of
public health programmes. Through his work, he continues to contribute
to improving healthcare access, service integration, and community-

based responses to TB and HIV in South Africa.
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11 June 2026

Biographies of Plenary Speakers

Prof. Khangelani Zuma
Divisional Executive, Human Sciences

Research Council

Prof Khangelani Zuma Divisional Executive
of Human and Social Capabilities and head

of biostatistics at the Human Sciences

Research Council based in Pretoria. Prof
Zuma has over 12 years of experience as
a statistician. He has been involved in large scale surveys and clinical
trials as a statistician focusing on conceptualisation, design and

implementation of these studies.

His expertise and research interest span around survey design, complex
data analyses, linear and non-linear mixed models, hierarchical
Bayesian models, (correlated) survival data analyses, epidemiology:
modelling infectious diseases data, HIV incidence estimation and

monitoring and evaluation of HIV intervention programmes.

Prof Zuma has also taught statistics at both undergraduate and
postgraduate levels. His recent publications include authoring and co-
authoring papers published in peer-reviewed journals in the areas of
HIV/AIDS, sexually transmitted infections, migration and biostatistics. He
has presented papers at both local and international conferences. He
is currently the chair of the ministerial committee Health Data Advisory
and Co-ordinating Committee and a member of the Statistics Council

of Statistics South Africa.

Prof Khangelani Zuma has been appointed as Honorary Associate
Professor in the School of Public Health. The appointment is effective
from 01 October 2018.
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11 June 2026

Plenary Session 4 : Sustaining TB and HIV Programs in the Era Cg‘ie"gﬁ‘;an‘jf,j"

of Funding Volatility: Innovations, Adaptations, and Policy Insights | Session Cheir:Mrbavid Macena,
for Future Epidemic Control br Roger Phil

PRESENTER

Prof. Khangelani Zuma
Divisional Executive, Human Sciences Research Council

SANAC Round Table Discussion on Strengthening Multisectoral | FTe 220008
enue: OR Tambo

Accountability for TB in South Africa: From Legislative Session Chair: Dr. Nkhensani Nkhwashu
Oversight, Community Monitoring, Multisectoral Action to
Measurable Action

PRESENTER

Dr. Masindi Mashaba
Department of Social Development

Mr. Nare Komape
ASD Communicable Diseases, Directorate: Health Care Services, Department of Correctional Services

Mr. Solly Nduku
South African National AIDS Council

Dr. Tshepo Sedibe
South African National AIDS Council

Hon. Kholiswa Vimbayo
Chairperson, Ad Hoc Committee on TB Caucus

AFTERNOON BREAK & NETWORKING (10:00-10:30)

Time: 10:30 - 12:30
Venue: OR Tambo

CIOSing Plenqry Session Session Chair: Prof. Mohlopheni Jackson

Marakalala & Dr. Nkateko Mkhondo

PRESENTER TOPIC

ENTERTAINMENT

Dr. Thabo Mpotje

Chief Rapporteur Conference Rapporteur feedback

Discovery: Best Oral and Best Poster

Awards MRC Amazing Race winner

Prof. Mohlopheni Jackson Marakalala

Conference Chair, South African Medical Research Council
& Conference Overview
Dr. Nkateko Mkhondo

Conference Co-Chair, Senior Public Health Specialist

Dr. Gloria Maimela FPD Acknowledgement & Introduction to the 10" SA TB
Chief Executive Officer, Foundation for Professional Development conference 2028

ENTERTAINMENT

His Excellency Paul Mashatile

Deputy President, Republic of South Africa Keynote address

Dr. Gloria Maimela

Chief Executive Officer, Foundation for Professional Development Vote of Thanks & Closing
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Conference

B

Poster Presentations

Track 1: Basic/Translational and Clinical Sciences

Poster :

Organisation

186

132

209

216

286

120

224

215

314

99

n4

n7

149

273

298

305

340

91
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Clinical Epidemiology

Clinical Epidemiology, Science

& Outcomes

Clinical Microbiology

Clinical Microbiology

Clinical Microbiology

Clinical Outcomes

Clinical Science

Co-infections

Co-infections

Diagnostics & Biomarkers

Diagnostics & Biomarkers

Diagnostics & Biomarkers

Diagnostics & Biomarkers

Diagnostics & Biomarkers

Diagnostics & Biomarkers

Diagnostics & Biomarkers

Diagnostics & Biomarkers

Diagnostics & Biomarkers

Diagnostics Innovation

Mr. Thato Nkwagatse

Ms. Phindile Msomi

Dr. Ndivhuho Makhado

Ms. Muthanyi

Dr. Nina von Knorring

Dr. Mandisa Ngema

Dr. Marguerite Hall

Ms. Buhle Mahlangu

Dr. Ted Odede

Dr. Munyaradzi Musvosvi

Ms. Mmule Mathebe

Mr. Mahlatse Maseeme

Mr. Carl Baumeister

Ms. Thabiso Seiphetlo

Mr. Abiola Lawal

Ms. Mamello Motsei

Mrs. Candice Snyders

Dr. Farzana Ismail

Mr. Kabelo Kaapu

The prevalence and clinicopathological characteristics of Extra
Pulmonary Tuberculosis at Tertiary Laboratory in Northern Pretoria: A
five-year retrospective study.

Severe skin reaction during Tuberculosis treatment: a clinical case
study.

Non-tuberculous mycobacteria isolated at a tertiary laboratory, in South
Africa, using the GenoType Mycobacterium CM/AS assay and 16S rRNA
gene sequencing.

Investigating the Prevalence of Clinically Significant Non-Tuberculous
Mycobacteria Species at a Tertiary Laboratory in Pretoria.

Non-tuberculous mycobacteria isolated from BACTEC™ blood cultures
over a 10-year period at the Mycobacteriology Referral Laboratory,
Johannesburg, South Africa.

Tuberculosis Mortality Among HIV Co-Infected Patients in Gauteng,
South Africa: Insights from the Johannesburg and Sedibeng Districts.

Tuberculosis Still Kills: Evidence from Post-mortem Minimally Invasive
Tissue Sampling.

Investigation of tuberculosis and fungal co-infection in patient samples
at a Tertiary Laboratory in Pretoria, South Africa.

Early Thrombocytosis and Transient Platelet Worsening Following
Initiation of Treatment for Pulmonary Tuberculosis.

Evaluation of capillary blood as a sample source for measuring M.tb-
specific T cell responses.

Diagnostic performance of the FluoroType MTBDR Assay for Rifampicin
and Isoniazid Resistance in Routine Laboratory Setting.

Biomarkers for asymptomatic tuberculosis (TB).

Internal diagnostic validation of electro-impedimetric detection of
blood anti-mycolate antibodies in presumptive TB patients.

Urine LAM as a potential non-invasive biomarker for TB treatment
monitoring.

Serum Levels of Selected Inflammasome Activation Markers In Patients
With Pulmonary Tuberculosis.

Determining the limit of detection for rapid Determine TB LAM antigen
test using standardised Mycobacterium tuberculosis culture dilutions.

Evaluation of a Novel 115-Plex Luminex Panel as a tool for the discovery of
biomarkers in Serum, Saliva and Urine in presumptive TB patients.

Evaluation of the Standard-Q TB MPT64 Antigen test for the detection of
Mycobacterium tuberculosis complex.

Genomic variants and associated drug resistance profiles revealed
by whole genome sequencing in drug resistant M. tuberculosis clinical
isolates from Limpopo province.

National Health
Laboratory Service

Centre for the AIDS
Programme of
Research in South
Africa

Africa Health
Research Institute

Sefako Makgatho
Health Sciences
University

National Health
Laboratory Service

Africa Health
Research Institute

University of the
Witwatersrand

- Vaccines and
Infectious Diseases
Analytics

Sefako Makgatho
Health Sciences
University

Enterocutaneous
Fistula

University of
Cape Town,
South African
Tuberculosis
Vaccine Initiative

University of
Limpopo

Africa Health
Research Institute

Microprocessor
And Radio
Telephone
Interconnection

Perinatal HIV
Research Unit

University of
Ibadan

National Institute
for Communicable
Diseases

Stellenbosch
University

National Institute

for Communicable
Diseases

University of
Limpopo
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Poster Presentations
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161

299

153

159

192

248

256

185

187

348

131

135
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Barriers to accessing antenatal care services by pregnant women
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in Gauteng Province.

Using Natural Ventilation as a Climate-Smart Community Intervention
for TB Prevention among Children and Adolescents.

Homeless People and TB spread.

The impact of HIV, Tuberculosis and STI's amongst the LGBTIQA+
Community ,MSM and WSW as a systematic barrier to healthcare
Westrand District, Gauteng .

A Retrospective Review of Mental Health Documentation and TB
Treatment Outcomes in Ekurhuleni, Gauteng (Q1 2024).

Examine stigma and discrimination amongst the LGBTQA+ community
accessing healthcare services in the West Rand District, Gauteng.

The Silent Co-Epidemic: TB Risk and Mental Health Challenges in
Adolescents and Youth.

Sustainability, considering prevailing funding shortages .

Improving Treatment Outcomes among Drug-Resistant Tuberculosis
(DR-TB) Patients through Social Auxiliary Worker (SAW)-Led Adherence
Counselling in Johannesburg (JHB) Health District, South Africa.

Declining Drug-Resistant TB Case Detection associated with Improved
Treatment Outcomes Following Implementation of the Short All-Oral
BPaL-L Regimen in Johannesburg Health District and DR KK District, South
Africa

Hidden in plain Sight TB Risk in children of informal Settlements

Breaking the silence and uniting for change community-based
response to TB, and among women in Mogale City, West Rand District..

A structured youth engagement model to strengthen sustainable TB
research engagement at site level.

Community-Driven Approaches to Strengthening TB Care Under
Funding Constraints.

Socioeconomic Status Profiles Using Household Indicators in Eastern
Cape: A Latent Class Analysis.

Fun Can't Disturb Your TB Journey": PLHIV-Led Initiative Boosts TB
Treatment Retention in Harry Gwala District.

Community-Led Monitoring as a Sustainable, Rights-Based Approach to
Strengthening TB Services in the Northern Cape.

Experiences of disseminating results from a community-based
tuberculosis prevention trial in children in South Africa.

#Vuka! Rising From Survival to Solidarity, A Lived-Experience Call to
Unite Towards a TB-Free World.

#Vuka! Rising From Survival to Solidarity: A Lived-Experience Call to Unite
Towards a TB-Free World.

The effect of intradepartmental and multisectoral collaboration in the
mitigation of the catastrophic costs of tuberculosis: An initiative of the
Department of Social Development .

Patent Vendors Involvement in the Treatment and Referral of
Presumptive Tuberculosis Cases in Abakaliki Metropolis, Ebonyi State,
Southeast Nigeria.

Organisation

New Start Youth

Gauteng AIDS
Council

Gauteng AIDS
Council

Civil Society Forum
Faith Home

West Rand Youth
Dev

Department of
Health

Lisolethu Outreach

Honey Guide

Klerksdorp
Tshepong Hospital

International

Health Systems
Program

International
Health Systems
Program

The Journey

Lisolethu Outreach

TB Alliance

Sungulo
Community Org

Brody School of
Medicine, ECU

Maternal and Child
Health (MatCH)

Bathopele NGO

Desmond Tutu TB
Centre

Living With Hope
Living With Hope

Department of
Social
Development

AEFUTHA
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Poster Presentations

Track 4 - Sustainability in light of prevailing funding shortages

Development of the TB Quality Improvement (QI) Implementation Guide:
294 Systems & Policy Mrs. Nobesuthu Ramawela A Standardized Strategy to Strengthen TB Case Finding and Improve the
TB Care Cascade in South Africa.

Department of
Health

Centre for the AIDS

. . " Strengthening Tuberculosis Treatment Outcomes Through Social Work Programme of
819 Social Support & Adherence Ms. Hlengiwe Nyilana Interventions: Insights from the ADAPTIV Study in South Africa. Research in South
Africa
330 Youth & Future Workforce Mr. Kelvin Vollenhoven Igniting the Future: Youth in STEM and Biomedical Research in the Cape University of Cape
Winelands District. Town
- . . Collaborative Practices to Provide Nutritional Support to Vulnerable King Dinuzulu
332 Nutrition & Support Dr. Nirupa Misra People with Tuberculosis. Hospital
335 Gender & Engagement Ms. Mpho Nathane Breaking barriers: Enhancing men's participation in TB programs. Civil Society Forum
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